Rick ScoTtt

(GOVERNOR
May 8, 2013
The Honorable Bill Shuster
Chairman
Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure
2165 Rayburn Building

Washington, DC 20515
Dear Chairman Shuster:

The State of Florida needs your help with a very important environmental and socio-
economic issue that is affecting the Apalachicola River and Bay in our state’s panhandle.

Historically, the Apalachicola River and Bay have been important ecological and
economic resources for this region of Florida, the state, and the nation. Generally, this
region has provided greater than 90 percent of Florida's oyster harvest and close to 10
percent of the nation’s oyster supply. The ecosystem, the fisheries, and the endangered
species in this region need fresh water to survive, which drives economic growth for the
region and the state. Unfortunately, the Apalachicola River and Bay have been deprived of
adequate fresh water, in part, due to the management by the Army Corps of Engineers of
the Buford Dam on Lake Lanier in north Georgia. As a result, this part of Florida is
suffering an ecosystem and economic collapse.

The Army Corps of Engineers manages releases from the Buford Dam, which impact
the water supply that feeds the Apalachicola River and Bay. Over time, the Corps has used
its management authority over Buford Dam to hold water upstream and prevent fresh
water that is essential to Apalachicola oysters, other commercial and recreational species,
and endangered species from reaching the Apalachicola River and Bay. In fact, in 2012
oyster surveys and harvest landings were at historic lows, and the flows into the
Apalachicola were at the lowest levels recorded since 1929, despite the fact that the amount
of rainfall into the Apalachicola-Chattahoochee-Flint system was not the lowest recorded
during that same time.

Mr. Chairman, Congress can help to fix this. As you prepare a Water Resource
Development Act (WRDA) bill, I urge you to work with Florida's delegation to include
legislation that allows adequate fresh water to reach the Apalachicola region by preventing
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the Corps from performing a major reallocation of water supply from federally-authorized
water supply projects like Lake Lanier without Congressional approval.

Sincerely,

N =

Rick Scott

cc:  The Honorable John Boehner, Speaker of the U.S. House of Representatives
The Honorable Bill Nelson, U.S. Senator
The Honorable Marco Rubio, U.S. Senator
The Honorable Gus Bilirakis, U.S. Representative, District 12
The Honorable Corrine Brown, U.S. Representative, District 5
The Honorable Vern Buchanan, U.5. Representative, District 16
The Honorable Kathy Castor, U.S. Representative, District 14
The Honorable Ander Crenshaw, U. S. Representative, District 4
The Honorable Ron DeSantis, U.S. Representative, District 6
The Honorable Ted Deutch, U.S. Representative, District 21
The Honorable Mario Diaz-Balart, U.S. Representative, District 25
The Honorable Lois Frankel, U.S. Representative, District 22
The Honorable Joe Garcia, U.S. Representative, District 26
The Honorable Alan Grayson, U.S. Representative, District 9
The Honorable Alcee Hastings, U.S. Representative, District 20
The Honorable John Mica, U.S. Representative, District 7
The Honorable Jeff Miller, U.S. Representative, District 1
The Honorable Patrick Murphy, U.S. Representative, District 18
The Honorable Richard Nugent, U.S. Representative, District 11
The Honorable Bill Posey, U.S. Representative, District 8
The Honorable Trey Radel, U.S. Representative, District 19
The Honorable Tom Rooney, U.S. Representative, District 17
The Honorable Ileana Ros-Lehtinen, U.S. Representative, District 27
The Honorable Dennis Ross, U.S. Representative, District 15
The Honorable Steve Southerland, U.S. Representative, District 2
The Honorable Debbie Wasserman-Schultz, U.S. Representative, District 23
The Honorable Daniel Webster, U.S. Representative, District 10
The Honorable Frederica Wilson, U.S. Representative, District 24
The Honorable Ted Yoho, U.5. Representative, District 3
The Honorable C.W. Bill Young, U.S. Representative, District 13



